the evil one comes and steals away
VENERDÌ 24 LUGLIO (Mt 13,18-23)

The Evil One steals personally, but also steals through those who belong to him, who are of his own. Today he is stealing the Word of God from every heart through thieves who visibly look like shepherds of Christ Jesus, in reality they are evil one’s ministers. Thus Jesus in the Gospel according to John: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying to tell them. So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came [before me] are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.” (Jn 10,1-13). The Evil One has succeeded today, using teachers and doctors, to steal the truth contained in every Word of Holy Scripture. The Word without the truth of the Holy Spirit is of no use. 

St. Paul speaks of false apostles and fraudulent workers: “For I am jealous of you with the jealousy of God, since I betrothed you to one husband to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts may be corrupted from a sincere [and pure] commitment to Christ. For if someone comes and preaches another Jesus than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it well enough. For I think that I am not in any way inferior to these “superapostles.”  For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, who masquerade as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan masquerades as an angel of light. So it is not strange that his ministers also masquerade as ministers of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.” (2Cor 11,1-15). The evils of the Church are generated from the inside, never from the outside. Satan knows that by dragging a worker of Christ Jesus to his side, the damage it causes to the Church will be huge and irreparable.
At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”
Everyone in the kingdom of God has their eternal responsibilities. The apostle must always sow the good grain of the Word of God, according to the purity of truth and doctrine. If he does not sow good wheat, he is responsible for all those who get lost for his bad sowing. The same eternal responsibility is for teachers, doctors, prophets, evangelists, and ministers of the Word. The Word must not only be sown, but also explained according to the purity of eternal light. Even those who explain the Word are eternally responsible before God. Those who receive the Word, however, must pay every attention. He will have to keep it jealously in his heart and ask the Holy Spirit for an ever deeper understanding. For this reason, they will also have to free themselves from any vice, transgression of the Commandments, and make a beautiful habit of virtue. Thus the Word will produce good fruit.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make us faithful announcer of the Word of salvation.
